
ADDRESSES 

 

 



 

 
  

CONNECT WITH OUR STAFF  
 

PASTOR: Fr. Andrew Whiting– pastor@sspeterandpaul.com 
 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION:   

Sr. Strength of Martyrs– faithformation@sspeterandpaul.com 
 

DIRECTOR OF CONFIRMATION/YOUTH MINISTRY:   

Beverly Miller– youthministry@sspeterandpaul.com  
 

CONFIRMATION WEBSITE:   

sspeterandpaul.com/confirmation-preparation                        
YOUTH MINISTRY & EVENTS WEBSITE:   

sspeterandpaul.com/youth-ministry   

 

 

 

The YOUNG MEN are expected to wear dress shoes (or black tennis 

shoes if they are in good shape), dress pants, dress shirt, and tie or a 

suit and tie. 

The YOUNG LADIES are expected to wear dress shoes, dress slacks 

and a blouse, or a dress/skirt [with blouse] at least knee length, or a 

pants suit. Absolutely no miniskirts or spaghetti straps.  Shoulders must 

be covered. 

Please dress modestly and appropriately to be in the presence of our 

Bishop. If candidates do not honor the dress code as presented here, 
they will be asked to go home and change their clothing.  

 Please check with Beverly if you are unsure about your attire. 

Even though this dress code is for the Confirmation Mass, all should 

maintain reverence of each Sunday Mass with respectful dress. 

Ss. Peter and Paul Youth Ministry 

ABLAZE Phase II: 2022-2023 

Dress Code   

Confirmation Dress Code 
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Ss. Peter and Paul Youth Ministry 

ABLAZE Phase II: 2022-2023 

Candidate Commitment Calendar 

DATE  TIME                    TYPE OF MEETING                              LOCATION 
 

Sept 21–  6:00-              Ablaze Confirmation                 Upper Room 

May 10                8:30 pm               weekly Wednesday Sessions     
  

Oct 2          10;30-3:00 pm          CSH: Help serve at Fall Festival  Church 

                                                         [see Beverly to sign up for an hour]                Campus 

Oct 5        6:00-7:00 pm           1st Interviews with Pastor                 Upper Room 
 

Oct 12          7:30-8:30 pm             Our Lady Of Fatima [whole parish event]  Church 
 

Oct 13          8:00 pm-10:00 pm    CSH: Newman Center Event!          Newman Center 
 

Oct 16          9:30 Mass( AT 9am)  Youth Mass/ Coffee &Rolls   Church 

                     11:15 am-12:30 pm   Candidate/Sponsor Session             Upper Room 
 
 

Nov 6          9:30 Mass (AT 9am) Youth Mass/ ROW/ Coffee & Rolls  Church 
                11:15am-12:30 pm     Candidate/Sponsor Session             Upper Room 
 

Nov  9          6:00-8:30 pm               CSH: Agape Gala Fundraiser          Jesuit Hall 

Dec 7(W)     6:30 Mass (AT 6pm)   Youth Mass: Immaculate Conception               Church 
 

Dec 21         7:30-8:30 pm               CSH:  Christmas Cookie Bake Off   Jesuit Hall 
 

Dec 31              6:30 pm                   New Eve Party!                                 Upper Room 
 

Jan 15          9:30 Mass [AT 9am)  Youth Mass                                        Church 

                     No Candidate Sponsor Session This Month 

Feb 1            7:30 -8:30 pm              Marian Consecration & Don Bosco Party    TBD 
 

Feb 5          9:30 Mass {AT 9am)  Youth Mass/ Coffee and Rolls          Church 

                     11:15 am-12:30 pm     Candidate/Sponsor Session             Upper Room 
 

 

Feb 22(W)    6:30 Mass (AT 6pm)    Youth Mass: Ash Wednesday           Church 

                     No Youth Groups this week 
 

Mar 15         6:00 -8:30 pm CSH: Trivia Night! [whole parish event]             Jesuit Hall 
 

 

Mar 26         9:30 Mass (AT 9am) Youth Mass/ Coffee and Rolls       Church 

                     11:15am-12:30 pm     Candidate/Sponsor Session                Upper Room 
 

April 12       6:00-7:00 pm              2nd Interviews with Pastor                     TBD 

                     7:30-8:30 pm             CSH:  Chili Cook Off [whole parish event]          Jesuit Hall 
 

April 16       9:30 Mass (AT 9am)   Youth Mass/ ROT/ Coffee & Rolls   Church Campus 

                     Until 5:30 pm              Year II Retreat    
 

May 3                5:15 pm                 Photos and Rehearsal                           Church 

 

Wednesday Classes run through May 10th 

CONFIRMATION MASS:  Friday,  May 5th- 6 pm  at Ss. Peter and Paul Church.  A light 

cupcake and punch reception will follow Mass. 

place 
letter 
here 
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ABLAZE CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
 

Vision Statement 

It is our vision to help students come to a deeper realization  

of the Joy that is found in putting: 

    Jesus first 

                           Others second 

   You third 

                            

                          Mission Statement 

It is our mission to introduce students in concrete ways to the graces 

found in discipleship and forming Christ-centered friendships; to 

teach and help students understand the beauty found in living out 

Catholic morality in their every day lives; to form students in prayer; 

and to offer encounter and formation opportunities to prepare       

students for the Sacrament of Confirmation. It is through these means 

we strive to help our students better discover their identity, and 

unique calling in Christ in order to fulfill the great commission to be 

set ABLAZE with God’s love and “go into the world and make disciples 

of all nations.”   ~Mt 28:19 



4 

 

 

CONFIRMATION DEFINED ACCORDING TO THE CATECHISM 

[CCC 1285] 

“Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of Confirmation          

together constitute the sacraments of Christian initiation, whose   

unity must be safeguarded.  It must be explained to the faithful that 

the reception of the sacrament of Confirmation is necessary for the 

completion of baptismal grace.  For “by the sacrament of           

Confirmation, [the baptized] are more perfectly bound to the 

Church and are enriched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit.  

Hence they are, as true witnesses of Christ, more strictly obliged to 

spread and defend the faith by word and deed.”   

 

THOSE INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION PROCESS: 

It takes the whole Church to raise a disciple.  Each time a young 

person is confirmed, he or she takes his or her place in the wider 

community of faith.  This sacramental support team includes: 

THE CANDIDATE: It’s all about you (and your relationship with 

Christ and His Church).  Much will be expected of you, but 

don’t worry, the parish staff, your parents, and your sponsors 

are all here to assist, support, and walk with you on your     

journey.  Come with an open mind, an open heart, and enter 

fully into the preparation process which will help to form you 

for the rest of your life. Take a look at the “Candidate      

Commitment” calendar that outlines our expectations which 

are meant to assist you in the journey.  All our expectations 

aside, you should expect great things from this process!  We 

aren’t inviting you into this journey because of all the stuff we 

want to give you or show you, we are inviting you because 

you have so much to give the Church!  YOU have been    

chosen. 
 

 

 

Ss. Peter and Paul Youth Ministry 

ABLAZE Phase II: 2022-2023 

Introduction  |   Support Teams 

  

DATE:   

March 25, 2023 

 

GREETING:    

Begin your letter with the greeting:  

Most Reverend Bishop Robert Barron 

 

BODY OF LETTER:   

Write your letter here  in paragraph form to include the following 

points: 

-Introduce yourself and share about your journey.  [See notes on   

prior page]  

-Explain how you have prepared for the sacrament.   

-Describe one or more activities that enabled you to  experience 

God’s love, increased your understanding of faith, and/or made 

you reflect on where God fits into how you want to live your life.   

-Request the sacrament.  Give several reasons why you would like to 

be confirmed into the Catholic Faith 

-Share how you will continue to carry out your life of service to God 

and others through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

-Tell about your gifts from the Holy Spirit.  Tell how you plan to make 

your confirmation in the faith real and alive in the future. 

 

CONCLUSION:   

Sincerely, 

…. (personal signature here) 

Typed Name here 
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LETTER TO BISHOP REQUESTING SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 

 

You are free to respond to God’s call to live your faith more deeply– 

to worship, witness, and serve as a confirmed Christian.  If you wish to 

receive the sacrament of Confirmation, you are asked to write a     

letter of request to Bishop Barron stating that desire.   Please focus 

heavily on how your Confirmation preparation, works of service, and 

training in prayer have helped you encounter Christ and grow closer 

to Him.  Also, please share how you intend to use the Gifts of the Holy 

Spirit you will receive to build up the Body of Christ:  His Church.   

 

[A formatted outline for your letter can be found on the following page]  

 

 

Your letter to Bishop Barron is due in to  

Beverly Miller by March 26, 2023 
 

YOU MAY MAIL THIS LETTER TO: 

 
 SS. Peter and Paul Church 

attn:  Beverly Miller 

105 N. 5th Street 

Mankato, Mn. 56001 

 

Or...DROP IT UNDER OFFICE DOOR #205 XAVIER HALL 
 

*Note:  these letters need to be typed and double spaced  

with your signature at the bottom. 

Ss. Peter and Paul Youth Ministry 

ABLAZE Phase II: 2022-2023 

Letter to Bishop 

place 
letter 
here 
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PARENTS: Parents are the primary educators of their      

children. Our hope is that by journeying together in this 

program you will realize that not only is your child chosen, 

BUT YOU HAVE BEEN as well– and your mission is great!  A 

recent survey conducted by the National Study on Youth 

and Religion (a survey of thousands of teens), said the 

majority of teenagers named their parents as their number 

one spiritual influence.  Parents provide a child’s first 

glimpse at the unconditional love that is at the heart of 

the Gospel.  They are also the first to show their children, 

by example, what it means to be a disciple of the Lord.  

For better or worse, a teen’s faith tends to mimic that of 

mom and dad.  We encourage parents to think about the 

example they are setting for their children  When a     

member of the family begins the Confirmation journey, it 

can be a great time to start going back to Mass weekly 

[See pg 6 for Mass Participation] going to Confession 

monthly, praying more often together, attending Family 

Adult Formation Classes, etc… Be familiar with the       

Candidate Commitment Calendar and reflect on the spir-

itual life and faith journey of your family. Remember it’s 

never too late, and now is the perfect time to strengthen 

your family’s commitment to the faith.    

THE SPONSOR:  (and MENTOR) 
All candidates should choose a sponsor and mentor prior 

to beginning their 2nd year of formation in ABLAZE. YOUR 

SPONSOR is the person who will stand with you on your    

Confirmation day (as well as the rest of your life) and go 

through the preparation process with you. YOUR MENTOR 

should be someone who lives close to you who can fill in if 

your sponsor is sick, the weather is bad, etc. 
 

What qualifications must someone meet to be your 

Sponsor/Mentor?  

 Your sponsor and mentor must be a practicing Catholic 

who is at least sixteen years old; they must have received 

the   Sacrament of Confirmation; and they must be a     

person who leads “a life of faith in keeping with the      

function to be taken on.” (a.k.a. they must live out what 

they believe).  *They can not be a parent or guardian. 
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 Ss. Peter and Paul Youth Ministry 

ABLAZE Phase II: 2022-2023 

Participation & Service 

   PARTICIPATION & SERVICE REQUIREMENTS 

MASS PARTICIPATION: Weekly Mass attendance is a vital part 

of your Confirmation Preparation.  We want to help you grow 

deeper in your Encounter with Christ.  Participating at Mass and 

worthily receiving Jesus physically and substantially present in 

the Eucharist is the best start, middle and ending to that 

goal!  Beginning the weekend of September 24/25 you will be 

asked to submit weekly homily notes online [before Tuesday of 

the following week]  Visit: sspeterandpaul.com/homily-notes 

CLASS/EVENT PARTICIPATION: The physical presence of our 

candidates at the events and sessions listed in their               

Candidate Commitment Calendar (found on pg. 10) is essential 

to the     success of our program and their formation.  Thank you 

for   helping ensure these dates are open on your   family’s cal-

endar and helping make them a priority for your teen.  

 For weather cancelations:  Watch your email.  We do 

not always follow Mankato Public Schools (since    

classes are in the evenings)  Communications        

concerning cancelations and other important details 

will be sent out via email and our parish flocknote. 

 

SERVICE PARTICIPATION:  A great majority of our Phase II 

Confirmation service hours and retreat opportunities are 

built into the Wednesday evening Faith Formation sessions 

[held 6:00-8:30 pm September 21- May 10]  There will be a 

few additional service and retreat opportunities you will be 

asked to fulfill as well.   
*See listing on next page.  

 

 

place 
letter 
here 
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C O N F I R M A T I O N  S E R V I C E  H O U R S 
 

Parish Confirmation Service Hours 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2nd: 

 Help With Fall Festival Dinner-clearing and setting tables 
 

YOUTH MASS SUNDAY’s: [10.16/ 11.6/ 1.15/ 2.5/ 3.26 /4.16] 

 Help with Mass Ministries 

 Join Parish family for Coffee and Rolls after Mass 

 Candidate /Sponsor session from 11:15-12:30 
 

     WEDNESDAY WHOLE PARISH EVENTS: 

 November 9: Ablaze Agape Gala 

 December 21:  Christmas Cookie Bake Off 

 March 15:  Trivia Night! 

 April 12:  Chili Cook– Off and Pasquetta 
 

    Confirmation Service Hours Outside of Church 

 October 13: Newman Center Event!  

 February 25: Pedal Past Poverty  

-Students are asked to help raise funds for this charity.   

Please talk to Beverly about fundraising details. 
 

 

    RETREAT PARTICIPATION: 

 Your Year II Confirmation retreat will be held on Sunday 

April 16th from 9:00 am-5:30 pm 

Each student is also asked to participate in at least one of 

the events below as part of their Confirmation Preparation. 

NOTE: Student participation at our AGAPE Gala will help to    

offset the costs.  If students are not able to participate in our 

Gala, we can set up a payment plan for families.   

1. STEUBENVILLE ROCHESTER:  July 14-16, 2023 

2. CAMP SUMMIT:  July 31-August 3, 2023 

https://sspeterandpaul.com/homily-notes

